
BRANDON

This place is cursed. Nobody makes it here. Are you sure you want to do this?

They tried anyway, at least five hopeful businesses over 10 years. On a corner on the busiest road in a bustling suburb, on a spot 

ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂůůǇ�ƉĞƌĐŚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌŝŶŬ�ŽĨ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�— they couldn't last.

dŚĞ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ƌĞƐƚĂƵƌĂŶƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵŽǀ ĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ϱϬϵ����ƌĂŶĚŽŶ��ůǀ Ě͘ ͕ �ĂůŽŶŐƐŝĚĞ�Ɛŝǆ�ůĂŶĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚƌĂĸ Đ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŚŝŌ�ƚŽ�ƐĞǀ ĞŶ͕ �ƉůĂǇĞĚ�ũƵƐƚ�Ăbout

Ğǀ ĞƌǇ�ŐŝŵŵŝĐŬ͘��Ƶƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�Žǁ ŶĞƌƐ�ƐƟůů�ǁ ĂůŬĞĚ�ŽƵƚ͕ �ŽŶĞ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ͘�̂ ŽŵĞ�ƐŚƵƚ�ĚŽǁ Ŷ�ĂŌĞƌ�Ă�ƐŝŶŐůĞ�ǇĞĂƌ͕�Ăůů�ůĞŌ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĚŝŶŝng

dreams of profits and franchising dashed. 

This lot on the southwest corner of Brandon Boulevard and Montclair Avenue seems wedged into a blind spot. Even at neighbor-

ŝŶŐ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ͕ �ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƉƌŽŵƉƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ŶŽŶƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ͘

/ƚΖƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�Ă�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚƵƌŶ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƐĞǀ ĞƌĂů�ƟŵĞƐ͘ ��Ƶƚ�Į ǀ Ğ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŝŶ�ϭϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͍ �t ŚǇ͍ �t ŚǇ�ĚŽĞƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉůĂĐĞ�get

lost somewhere between here and there?



In 1998, Johnny Spieldenner ran Gatorz Southern Rock Cafe with his grandfather and uncle. They spent months hand-ĐƌĂŌŝŶŐ�ƚĂďůĞƐ,

chairs and countertops. They booked jazz and blues acts, organized karaoke and ladies' nights, coaxed a family chef to punch up the

American menu.

It should have worked.

�Ƶƚ�̂ ƉŝĞůĚĞŶŶĞƌ͕�ŶŽǁ �ϯϴ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŚŝƐ�Žǁ Ŷ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ͕�ƌĞĐĂůůĞĚ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŝŶĚŽǁ Ɛ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ĞŵƉƚǇ�ƌĞƐƚĂƵƌĂŶƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂsses

of backed-up cars on Brandon Boulevard. "What the heck?" he thought.

Η�ŶǇ�ĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĞĞŬ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŐŽ�ƚŽ�KƵƚďĂĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚΖƐ�ƉĂĐŬĞĚ͕ Η�ŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ͘ �dŚĞǇ�ĚŝĚŶΖƚ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚ�ůƵŶĐŚĞƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐŽ�ƐůŽǁ ͕ �ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�Ĩamily-run

restaurant couldn't appeal to suburbanites' preferences for chains. They couldn't catch customers for drinks, either, as people

ǌŽŽŵĞĚ�ƉĂƐƚ�ŚĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�zďŽƌ��ŝƚǇ͘��ŶĚ�ŝƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ƚƌŝĐŬǇ�ƚŽ�ƚƵƌŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌŬŝŶŐ�ůŽƚ͘

�ǀ ĞŶ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ŚĞ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂƩ ƌĂĐƚ�ĐƌŽǁ ĚƐ�— Bike Nights roiled the neighborhood with some 500 motorcycles — he felt like it wasn't

necessarily a boon. An ascending lease eventually drained the Spieldenners, who sold the restaurant in 2001.

Other owners tried other gimmicks: Dinosaurs! Mayan rain forest! Classic Spanish! All-you-can-eat!

E ŽƚŚŝŶŐ�ƐƚƵĐŬ͘�dŚĞ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ƐĞĞŵĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĚŽŽŵ�ƚŚĞŵ͘ �dŚĞ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ƚƌŝĐŬůĞĚ�Ăǁ ĂǇ͘

Vickie Carapella, the former owner of dinosaur-themed steakhouse Bedroc's (1995-ϵϲͿ͕�ƌƵŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ŚŽǁ �ƌŽĂĚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƋƵŝĐŬůǇ�

forced hour-and-a-ŚĂůĨ�ǁ ĂŝƚƐ�ŽŶ�̂ ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ�ŶŝŐŚƚƐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĞǆƟŶĐƟŽŶ͘ �̂ Ɵůů�ůŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�s ĂůƌŝĐŽ͕ �ƐŚĞ�ƉĂƐƐĞƐ�ďǇ�ŚĞƌ�ŽůĚ�ƌĞƐƚĂƵƌĂŶƚ͘

Η�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ƟŵĞ�ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�ǁ ĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͕Η��ĂƌĂƉĞůůĂ�ƐĂŝĚ͕ �ΗĚĞĞƉ�ŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŚĞĂƌƚ͕ �ǇŽƵ�ŐŽ͕ �Ζ�ƵĚĚǇ͕�ǇŽƵΖƌĞ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�Ă�ďŝŐ�ŵŝƐƚĂŬĞ͘Ζ�Η

• • •

Ask Steven Silverman ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƐĞ͘�, Ğ�ŬŶŽǁ Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ͘ �, Ğ�ũƵƐƚ�ĚŽĞƐŶΖƚ�ďĞůŝĞǀ Ğ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞŵ͘ ��Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů�ďƌŽŬĞƌ�ǁ ŚŽ�ŶĞŐŽƟĂƚͲ

ed the property's sale in 2011, he puts his trust in numbers. And not ones preceded by big dollar signs.

"dƌĂĸ Đ�ŝƐ�ŵŽǀ ŝŶŐ�ƚŽŽ�ĨĂƐƚ͕ Η�̂ ŝůǀ ĞƌŵĂŶ�ƐĂŝĚ͕ �ΗƐŽ�ƚŚĞǇΖƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉƵƌ-of-the-ŵŽŵĞŶƚ�ŬŝŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͘��Ǉ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞĞ�it,

it's gone."

Even with its frontage visibility, the property falls between two commercial hubs elsewhere on Brandon Boulevard. So drivers whiz

by, too focused on where they're going to stop.

t ŚĞŶ�ŚĞ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ŵĂƌŬĞƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ŚĂĚ�ďĞĞŶ�ǀ ĂŶĚĂůŝǌĞĚ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƉƉĞƌ�ǁ ŝƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�Ăŝƌ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶĞƌƐ�ƐƚŽůĞŶ͘ ��Ƶƚ�it had

finally drawn a crowd. Vagrants were living inside, Silverman said. 

Gone were the mom-and-ƉŽƉ�ƐŚŽƉƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂĚ�ƚƌŝĞĚ�ƐŽ�ŽŌĞŶ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘

"When you keep making the same mistake over and over again, you realize that something isn't right," he said. "You have to

change something, so you repurpose the property."

He sold the parcel — worth $1.3 million in 2006 — for $665,000, according to records.

"/ƚΖƐ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ͕�WŽǁ ͊ �/Ŷ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂĐĞƐ͕Η�̂ ŝůǀ ĞƌŵĂŶ�ƐĂŝĚ͘ �Η/ƚΖƐ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ă�ĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚΖƐ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶ�ƚŚĞƌĞto sur-

vive."

^Ž�ǁ ŚĂƚΖƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶ�Į ŶĂůůǇ�ďƌĞĂŬ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞƚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƵůů�Žǀ Ğƌ͍ �&ĂŵŝůǇ��ŽůůĂƌ͕�Ă�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĐŚĂŝŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚŽĞƐŶΖt care about

locals' urban legends.

Stephanie Wang can be reached at swang@tampabay.com or (813) 661-2443 .
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